Trypanosoma cruzi: antigenic analysis of cloned stocks.
The antigenic constitution of two Trypanosoma cruzi strains and six cloned stocks was determined immunoelectrophoretically. Five to seven antigens common to all of the T. cruzi stocks were found. However, each stock also contained "strain-specific antigens," and five of the six cloned stocks presented "clone-specific antigens." These data demonstrate that a T. cruzi strain is composed of an antigenically heterogeneous population of organisms.